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iSo-soraSale Walter F. George-' 

CholOBB, Coraaittee cjo Ibwip MBsLataorae 
Utetted States ©esnate 
' .iwhiagtori 2‘ij 23* S, 


Bear Senator George: 

This is in reply to your latter Of ^ JMiy 1955 reffdifting 
cowsitB on 8* 2614, introduced rS JMy 1955 ter Senator fealtfe of 
ifejw Jersey, ‘ fo establish a joins CQsnihtee ok Foreign Intall iigmae" . 

It is ny yntewtacalisis that the p iq pps c d legislation to which 
you rafter dbg introduced pursuant to a rtteotasaidaiacft of the Joever 
Goaaisaion on Gs^KBisafciOw of the ifewawottva S^«?d4 ©f the fl oaai tgmat 
in their import on jgfceHl^aragr, reeding m fallam: "That the Congr-sn 

consider creating a joint (kmsl&bmt on Inte^iiig ^iCt- 

aindLlar to joist OcNG&ttaa on Atonic fcnsrsY' . 

Cccpars&bie Mils haw* iwsis i*&£«a$tMO& by Ba a n&or 

sting field end cartEdn other sawfijora txf the Oaor^reiBte,. 

At the pruunt tiae tte Anaatl Services Gcssalttsas a si tJ» 
Jferopi-iestiorm Gowifteee of the ©coate and fftayje deal. 'Kith Sent ml 
Infee Liigenee Agency taaftesa, tt» fostaar being conecs-aed with .befla- 
latiwe and related intftxLeiati, end the latter with can budgetary 

and other financial re^siiwsniw 

In addition} Senator Hawaii as CaalnaB of the Amad services 
Caaaittee has designated a aosuJL graup of the eenlo* santeera of that 
oQHBdttaa- to nsat with C3A aagnawntatlvaa team tine to tint t» eansiner 
those phases of our work of 'to his easatttfee . 

Insofar aa CIA is eonotrstestl, n* have felt that tbro.ssh the 
cos-asittees above aaatlcue&j' we .hrsve had ac^le tappartusMy to aaetspe full 
consideration of any IcglBXeti ™ and related i*rateiLf*B i affeoti^: the 
Agency and we have not felt the nsad Stir the enfcai&iahiag of say o«*»~ 
valttaa* to replace or «®pls«Knt then. Ac you osb ^>pr«eiat« ; it is 
.important fxtas the point of attar of oecur-it;/ to restrict, to eacfccait 
feasible, the matter of p&mmm vdx* are toasMsdepaWle of -Wha 
opt 9 , rat Ions of this Agency . imUstiGns watch us haws had with the 
coaskitteas of the Congress have bean Entirely consistent with this 
security need. 
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Its ease a Joint ChmgrreMtfoiail Qmt&ttm to 4s«i Httii the 
CIA should bo ectafciietred, ire. reuM, of nearas* give It our fl&last 
cooperafcloa, but I oould joint out that, m the Central latcHl gjiaee 
A&Bttay by tire Itetionea. Security Act of Xffe? ( Inutile Law 23% -Xtli 
Congreea) ie ^esta bliah o d under the Heticaml Security Couac 11,** tire 
vienm <*£ tire la^tor cm tills oufcjereb Mould Ire etastaoliJLi^i da re* 
insofar ere the Igseeoutivc Braaefa of tire Goveissreui is dBBareaarei* 

Both '6b® i-e®OE*«6i^iati« ; of the Hoover OOEreiasiOsi mm the 
®cqpe of S. £Sl% saver laore tbm tare Central Intelligence djpirey 
alotse eM relate to all aspects of the iOreissi intciXisrejce recti sitlae 
of the Oovemreret * 

ti-$3KS5*rc7.y jr 


Allen W* Itellea 

Q/lG/LBKirkpatrick : nn - 1 August 1955 /> 

Eewritten AWDulles:ha/kp - 1 6 August 1955 If * 

Distribution: 

Orig 8s 1 - Addressee 

2 - signing official (w/basic) 

1 - Legislative Counsel 
1 - IG 
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The Honorable Walter F. George 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator George: 



This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting 
comments on S. 2614, introduced 22 July 1955 by Senator Smith of 
New Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence". 

It is my understanding that the proposed legislation to 
which you refer was introduced pursuant to a recommendation )pf the 
Hoover Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch of the 
Government:^reading as follows: "That the Congress consider creating 
a joint Congressional Committee on Intelligence similar to the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy". 


Comparable bills have ai#o been introduced by Senator 
Mansfield and certain other members of the Congress. 


At the present time the Armed Services Committees of 
the Senate and House, and the Appropriations (cpmmittee-g^ ha«rc d^al t 
with Central Intelligence Agency matters, the former .with 

ikAA 

HBPf legislative and related problems, and the latter with our budgetary 

A. 

and other financial requireme^^f* 


- . • -*f vn. 
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c*a._ 

In addition, Senator Russell^Chairman of the Armed 

Services Committee, has designated a small group of the senior 

7 PulT' 

members of -fais ^committee to meet with CIA representatives from 
time to time^jo^consider those phases of our work of interest to his 

committee. Insofar as CIA is concerned, we have felt that through 

a*-* 

the.. wctdiks*©f the committees above mentioned, we have had ftfirl 

A, 

opportunity to secure full consideration of any legislative and re- 
lated problems affecting the Agency and we have not felt the need arix 
any for the establishing of any committees to replace or supplement fWvu. 

tith which. 


Cl — ■ 

As you^appreciate, it is important from the point of view of security 
to restrict^to the extent feasible, the number of persons who are ______ 

knowledgeable of. the sensitive operations of this Agency. The r-gqueTrts 
which we have s-e-Tar rerreived from the committees of Congress have 
been entirely consistent with this security need. 

In case the- Con g re as s hould feel -thert a Committee 

, , t Uv.f l* j t ol ^ c ^ iTtsu 

to deal with the CIA wau. required, - we wdhld 7,7a k! 4ihpa ^Lto U 

( ( ’ t ^ ^ 

butjwould point out that as the Central Intelligence Agency undjy 
the National Security Act of 1947 (Public Law 253, 80th Congress) 
is "established under the National Security Council," the views of 



2 - 
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the latter on this subject would be controlling on us^ 


*? tA,. \lC v 

Y U>"' 'y-tf 

^ CAM iSjt W ^4 , 


* : '* , 

*X< * 


I would point nssuti^lwt the recommendation of the Hoover 

a 


Commission and the scope of S. 2614 i* 

A* 


■ImaA. 'vvv^rvw 


than the Central 


* 

Intelligence Agency alone and relate^ to all aspects of the foreign 
intelligence activities of the Government. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


- 3 - 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. , 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR , (} ^ [ 1 / 

i 


The Honorable Walter F. George 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator George: 


This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1955 requesting 
comments on S* 26l4^ introduced 22 July 1955 fry Senator Smith of 
Hew Jersey, "To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence". 

We have consistently taken the position that it is a 
matter of Congressional prerogative to determine whether there should 
be a special committee to watch over the activities of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and related organizations. However, there are 
certain matters peculiar to intelligence operations which should be 
due consideration before the Congress establishes a Joint 
Committee. 


In the first place, the security aspects of intelligence 
operations are of paramount importance . Al l iM te n t gunoc uiga j, iau<,l oiia 
throughout the world are constantly on the lookout for informatiqj>^^ 
concerning their rivals. Even the smallest piece of informatkfnno 
matter how trivial, may provide valuable leads. This would^include 
the number of employees of an organization, the size jaf^the budget the 
number of automobiles it utilizes, the areas in wfefShit has rep re 1 
sentatives, and any indication of how much iJ^iCnows. While it is 
naturally assumed that all members of the>6mgress will be appropriately 
discreet, it should be noted that sxich^a committee would have staff 
members who would have to be ve ry>fefioroughly screened. 

The problems reccing to a staff of a Joint Committee on 
Intelligence are not ipeonsequential. It should be noted that the 
staff would undoubtedly spend considerable time in the intelligence 
organizations apdr consequently would gain a broad knowledge of the 
most sensitive type of work. This would raise a very fundamental 
questioners " to how complete their knowledge should be, and I might 
poinj^dut that there are certain operations known only to two or three 
i n d i , vld iia Ia Hn r 't 2 [l S ~^ - 


DGSl'M'EKT SO. 

S3 8K&KE2 SIMS 


TS S 8 
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Undoubtedly your committee will wish to consider the effect 
that the establishment of a Joint Committee on Intelligence would have 
on the relationship between the legislative and executive branches 
of government. Throughout history intelligence has been used to keep 
the policy makers informed concerning the capabilities and intentions 
of other nations. Properly speaking, intelligence should be gathered 
before policy is made. As you can readily see, this raises a rather 
complex matter of intra-govemmental relations. 

I should also like to point out the relations of the Central 
Intelligence Agency to other committees of the Congress. As you are 
aware. Senator Russell, Chairman of the Armed Services Committee, has 
established a subcommittee to deal with the CIA composed of himself 
and Senators Johnson (Texas), Byrd, Bridges and Saltonstall. The 
Appropriations Committees in both Houses hold hearings on the CIA budget 
each year and go into considerable detail in regard to our activities. 

We also come under the jurisdiction of the Committees on Government 
Operations, and have always endeavored to answer any questions raised 
by these bodies. The important aspect of this is whether these committees 
would yield their jurisdiction to a Joint Committee on Intelligence. 

This leads to the last point which I would like to mention 
and that is the number of individuals who would become knowledgeable of 
our highly sensitive operations. Senator Smith's bill, which is s imilar 
to other bills introduced during the recent session, would establish a 
committee composed of nine members from each House. Should this number 
be added to the number from Appropriations, Armed Services, and 
Government Operations, it would appear to create a very large group 
who were aware of secret activities. 

We would be happy to discuss this matter further with you, 
or to provide you with any additional details which you might desire. 


Sincerely, 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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* WALTEI 

THEODORE FRANCI9 
J. W. FULBRIGHT, ARK. 

JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA. 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. 
MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 
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GREEN, R. I. ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS. [ 1 


H. ALEXANDER SMITH, N. J. 
BOURKE B. H1CKENLOOPER, IOWA 
WILLIAM LANGER, N. DAK. 
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. 
GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. 

HOMER E. CAPEHART, IND. 
WAYNE MORSE, OREG. 


'f&tnHeh Pieties Percale 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 


JbtacaUve Re, 


JLMSlL 


FRANCIS O. WILCOX, CHIEF OF STAFF 


July 23, 1955. 


Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles : 


_ „„ Enclosed is a copy of S. 261k, introduced July 
22, 1955 by Senator Smith of New Jersey, 11 To establish a Joint Caam- 
ittee on Foreign Intelligence. '• 

It will be appreciated if the Committee on For- 
eign Relations may have the views of your Agency on this measure* 



Chairman* 



sanTOCST so. 

»%■} SHAS-EE EH GLASS. 
□ BESLAESiFIEO 



si. At;?. t^s 

ift L aY li »* i 1 V« L A Via I 

m 

' ~*AAY 


TS S 


SATieu 


MA\ 

1981 


Jt£VI£W£Hi. 
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84th CONGRESS 
1st Session 


S. 2614 


IN THE SENATE OE THE UNITED STATES 

Judy 22, 1955 

Mr. Smith of New Jersey introduced the following bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


A BILL 

To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign Intelligence. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That there is hereby established a Joint Committee on 

4 Foreign Intelligence to be composed of nine members of 

5 the Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate, 

6 and nine members of the House of Representatives to be 

7 appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

8 In each instance not more than five members shall be 

9 members of the same political party. Vacancies in the 

10 membership of the joint committee shall not affect the power 

11 of the remaining members to execute the functions of the 

12 joint committee, and siiall be filled in the same manner 

I 
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1 as in the case of the original appointment. The joint com- 

2 mittee shall select a chairman and a vice chairman from 

3 among its members, and shall determine the number of 

4 members to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 

5 business, 

6 Sec. 2. (a) The joint committee shall make continuing 

7 studies of all aspects of the foreign intelligence activities 

8 of the Government. The Director of the Central Intelli- / 

9 gence Agency shall keep the joint commission fully and 

10 currently informed with respect to the Agency’s activities. 

11 All bills, resolutions, and other matters in the Senate or 

12 the House of Representatives relating primarily to the Cen- 

13 tral Intelligence Agency or its activities shall be referred 

14 to the joint committee. The members of the joint committee 

45 who are Members of the Senate shall from time to time 

46 report to the Senate, and the members of the joint com- 

47 mittee who are Members of the House of Representatives 

48 shall from time to time report to the House, by bill or 

49 otherwise, their recommendations with respect to matters 

20 within the jurisdiction of their respective Houses which are 
24 (1) referred to the joint committee or (2) otherwise within 

22 the jurisdiction of the joint committee. 

23 (b) The joint committee, or any duly authorized sub- 

24 committee thereof, is authorized to hold such hearings, to sit 
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1 and act at such places and times, to require, by subpena or 

2 otherwise, the attendance of such witnesses and the produc- 

3 tion of such books, papers, and documents, to administer 

4 such oaths, to take such testimony, to procure such printing 

5 and binding, and to make such expenditures as it deems 

6 advisable. The cost of stenographic services to report such 

7 hearings shall not be in excess of 25 cents per hundred 

8 words. The provisions of sections 102 to 104, inclusive, 

9 of the Revised Statutes shall apply in case of any failure 

10 of any witness to comply with a subpena or to testify when 

11 summoned under authority of this section. 

12 (c) The joint committee is empowered to appoint and 

13 fix the compensation of such experts, consultants, technicians, 

14 and clerical and stenographic assistants as it deems nec- 

15 essary and advisable, but the compensation so fixed shall 

16 not exceed the compensation prescribed under the Classifi- 

17 cation Act of 1949, as amended, for comparable duties. The 

18 joint committee is authorized to utilize the services, infor- 

19 motion facilities, and personnel of the departments and es- 

20 tablislnnents of the Government. 

21 Sec. 3. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 

22 such sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 

23 of this Act. 
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84th CONGRESS Q j 

1st Session Sn IlL 


A BILL 

To establish a Joint Committee on Foreign 
Intelligence. 


By Mr. Smith of New Jersey 
July 22 , 1955 

Read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations 
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